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PART C SETTINGS: USING NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS, ROUTINE-BASED LEARNING and natural learning opportunities
Although much progress has been made in implementing the Infant and Toddler Program, Part C of IDEA, states are currently addressing a number of implementation challenges with the aim of improving the quality of services and outcomes for children and families. Expanding the provision of services in home and natural community settings is one of the important priority areas targeted by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). By sponsoring the Summer Institutes and Communities of Practice, OSEP is to encouraging states to improve practice through mutual learning and support. 

Based on a review of the literature, an analysis of 29 States’ Part C Improvement Plans and a history of technical assistance requests from states, the National Early Childhood TA Center compiled a list of challenges to the provision of services in natural environments that many states are striving to address. The list of challenges is not exhaustive.  In fact each state has its own specific issues, as well as strengths in this priority area.  The list is offered to stimulate discussion of what we know from research, policy and promising practice and to encourage sharing of ideas and resources. 

To address these challenges systemically, change efforts will need to consider implications related to:

· Policy

· Fiscal resources

· Personnel, including training and technical assistance

· Data and monitoring, and

· Effective practice
Part C Settings:

Using Natural Environments, Routine-based Learning, and Natural Learning Opportunities

How can states and jurisdictions…

1. Promote understanding that natural environments means supporting the family's role in promoting the child's learning opportunities in the context of daily routines, activities and events of everyday life. 

2. Promote understanding that just a change in setting is not adequate in meeting natural environments requirements.

3. Obtain support and buy-in from multiple stakeholders on the principles and values related to services in natural environments.  Stakeholders include:

· Therapists and other early intervention providers;

· Medical personnel (especially those who refer and prescribe services);

· Families (especially in understanding that more is not better); and

· Personnel from other agencies/initiatives and those in leadership roles.

4. Change providers’ roles and responsibilities related to their interaction and communication with children and families including:

· Gathering different information from families (e.g., assets/strengths, priorities, desires and dreams, routines, activities)

· Identifying functional, measurable and family-driven outcomes

· Mobilizing resources and supports to achieve outcomes

· Increasing children's learning opportunities by integrating intervention in the context of family/community life

· Modeling and coaching families rather than using traditional clinical approaches to intervention

· Determining appropriate frequency and intensity of services in using a modeling and coaching approach

· Assuring that service coordination promotes and supports interventions in natural environments

5. Address the practical realities of shifting from traditional clinical intervention models to a natural environments model including:

· Effective teaming and consultation

· Multi-agency collaboration

· New and/or flexible funding

· Reallocation of staffing and resources, with flexible hours and travel time reimbursements
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