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Special Projects, Organizations and National Centers

National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (NECTAC)
The Web site on Keys to Inclusion and Natural Environments provides avariety of
resources specific to early intervention, early childhood special education and early care
and education systems. http://nectac.org/inclusion/default.asp

Alliance for Early Childhood Finance
This site provides links to the full text versions of several publications on funding
approaches. The second volume of Financing Child Care in the United States: An Illus-
trative Catalog of Current Strategiesis currently under devel opment.
http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/

The Finance Project
This site provides resources and technical assistance for improved policies, programs and
financing strategies.
http://www.financeproject.org/

Center for Special Education Finance (CSEF)
This Center is funded to address the delivery and support of special education services
throughout the United States by conducting policy-relevant research to improve practices
related to funding special education.
http://csef .air.org/about_csef.php

Publications, Papers and Documents

Finance Project. (2002). Srategies for financing children and family services, community build-
ing and development. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.financeproject.org/newseries.htm

ABSTRACT: This series of products from the Finance Project focuses on strategies for financing
children and family services, aswell as community building and development. Each guide or
strategy brief presents options for generating resources or for using resources effectively to fund
specific programmatic needs. Each also illustrates these options with examples drawn from
initiatives around the country and highlights relevant considerations to assist decision makers who
are weighing the alternatives. The seriesisintended to provide useful information to
policymakers, program developers, community leaders and others concerned with improving the
financing of education, family and children’s services and community development.
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Fisher, H., Cohen, C., & Flynn, M. (2000). Federal funding for early childhood supports and
services. A guide to sources and strategies. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.financeproject.org/fedfund.pdf

ABSTRACT: The need for improved access to quality services for children and their families has
resulted in awide variety of early childhood and out-of-school time initiatives. Recognizing that
developing financing plans and finding funding sources are amajor challenge for these initiatives,
this guide isintended to assist state and local officials, aswell as members of community-based
organizations and collaboratives, in identifying and accessing federal funds to help meet program
goals. Following an introduction, the guide is organized into several sections, asfollows: (1) “The
Current Context for Financing Early Childhood Supports and Services,” identifying factors
affecting funding for early childhood services, including welfare reform and the economy; (2) “A
Brief Overview of Federal Funding Sources,” presenting a framework for understanding entitle-
ments, formula or block grants, project grants, and direct payments; (3) “Federal Funding for
Early Childhood Supports and Services,” analyzing the amount of funding through these pro-
grams and discussing the array of program purposes supported; (4) “Federal Funding Strategies,”
presenting strategies for maximizing access to and making best use of federal funds; and (5)
“Catalog of Federal Funding Sources,” providing information on 59 programs, including kinds of
services funded, the application process, program purposes funded, and matching reguirements.
The guide’s two appendices delineate the fiscal year 2000 federal assistance percentages for each
U.S. state and territory, and list federal poverty guidelines for families of various sizes. The guide
concludes with alist of other publications and organizations providing further resource informa-
tion.

Flynn, M. & Hayes, C. (2003). Blending and braiding funds to support early care and education
initiatives. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.financeproj ectinfo.org/Publications/FP Blending Funds 1_24.pdf

ABSTRACT: A number of trends are pushing states and communities to bring together tradition-
ally separate services and programs and to create more integrated and responsive initiatives for
young children and their families. Program directors and policymakers are devising new strategies
for coordinating the funding for theseinitiatives. This strategy brief highlights the successes and
lessons learned in blending early childhood funding streams and presents financing strategies that
policymakers, community leaders, and program coordinators can use to align, coordinate, and
integrate discrete, categorical funding streams.

Kolben, N. & Paprocki, C. (2001). Next stepsin blended funding: A policy recommenda-
tion. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.nycenet.edu/opm/vendor/rfppdf/blendedfunding.pdf

ABSTRACT: Since the Universal PreKindergarten (UPK) legidlation was passed in New York in
1997, the Early Childhood Strategic Group has worked to support full program implementation
including providing information to community-based organizations on combining funds from
different funding streams to extend UPK servicesto afull day and to enhance program quality.
This report identifies current obstacles to implementation and makes recommendations to ensure
that blended funding continues to be a viable option for service expansion. The report describes
the benefits of blended funding and how UPK has been incorporated into community-based
programs.
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Mezey, J., Beh, K.,& Irish, K. (2003). Coming together for children with disabilities. Sate
collaboration to support quality in child care. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.clasp.org/DM S/Documents/1070980704.1/ccdf _idea rpt.pdf

ABSTRACT: Familieswith children with disabilities have difficulty finding high-quality, appro-
priate child care for their children—and thisis particularly true for low-income families. This
report from CLASP and Easter Seals discusses the challenges these low-income families face;
presents the findings of a survey of administrators of state child care and Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act programs; explains the importance of collaboration among these programs;
and suggests policy recommendations for federal and state governments.

Mitchell, A. (1998). Implementing universal prekindergarten in New York: Blended funding and
other financial considerations. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.ecsgnyc.org/docs/blendedfunding.pdf

ABSTRACT: New York City is participating in aNew York State initiative to make free
Prekindergarten available to all 4-year-old children. The universal prekindergarten programis
being phased in over four years and began with the 1998-1999 school year. This report analyzes
the potential impact of the program on the city’s operating and capital budgets and discusses
several obstacles to implementing universal pre-k in New York City.

National Conference of State Legislatures. (2002). Child care and early education coordination
in the states. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/cyf/coordsum.htm

ABSTRACT: This document presents an overview of a 50-state survey conducted by the National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) of state laws focusing on coordination of child care
systems and early education systems, including preschool and Head Start. As policymakers
expand programs to serve more children and improve services for successful outcomes, they are
also recognizing that the two systems provide similar services for young children.

Odom, S. (2000). Preschool inclusion: What we know and where we go from here. Topicsin
Early Childhood Special Education; 20(1), p20-27.

ABSTRACT: Thisarticle reviews outcomes of inclusion at the preschool level, social integration
patterns, placement, definition, quality, instruction, teacher and family attitudes, community
participation, policy factors, and cultural influences. The concluding discussion addresses ongo-
ing issues related to definition, quality, intensity and instruction, outcomes, social integration, and
funding. (Contains extensive references.)

Odom, S., Hanson, M., Lieber, J., Marquart, J., Sandall, S., Wolery, R.. Horn, E., Schwartz, |.,
Beckman, P, Hikido, C., Chambers, J. (2001). The costs of preschool inclusion. Topics
in Early Childhood Special Education, 21(1), 46-55.

ABSTRACT: Cost information was collected from five local education agencies that provided
inclusive and traditional special education service options for preschool children with disabilities.
Within-agency comparisons suggested that inclusive models were generally less expensive or
comparablein cost to traditional forms of special education. Specific cost features were associated
differently with different models.
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Odom, S.; Parrish, T., Hikido, C. (2001). The costs of inclusive and traditional special education
preschool services. Journal of Special Education Leadership, 14, 33-41.

ABSTRACT: A study examined the costs of different models of inclusion and traditional special
education preschool programsin five local education agenciesin five states. Results show lower
costs associated with more inclusive models as compared to traditional forms of special education
provision on an annual and per hour basis. (Contains references.)

Welfare Information Network. (2002). State early care and education initiatives.
Resources for Welfare Decisions, 6(9). Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.financeprojectinfo.org/Publications/stateear| ycareRN.htm

ABSTRACT: Early care and education does not fall under the purview of asingle funding stream
or entity; programs are often cobbled together with an assortment of funding and resources. Given
the diverse beginnings for early care and education programs, state and local governments are
playing an important role in encouraging the partnerships that are often necessary to provide early
care and education services to families and children. This Resources for Welfare Decisions
identifies some of the available resources and publications on early care and education initiatives
and provides descriptions of someinnovative practices.

Wolery, R. A. & Odom, S. L. (2000). An administrator’s guide to preschool inclusion. Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, FPG Child Development Institute and the Early
Childhood Research Institute on Inclusion. Retrieved February 3, 2004 from
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/~publicati onsoffice/pdf s AdmGuide. pdf

ABSTRACT: Thisguideis based on information gathered from 16 preschool programs serving
112 children with awide range of disabilities. The programs were located in urban, suburban, and
rural communities across the country and included culturally diverse children and adult partici-
pants. The 16 programsillustrate the various ways in which young children with disabilities can
be included into early childhood settings. The purpose of the guide isto address some of the
issues raised by the administrators of these inclusive settings. It discusses the barriers and road-

bl ocks these administrators encountered as they set up inclusive programs and presents strategies
for how to make high quality early childhood inclusion areality. Although the guide meant for
administrators who are responsible for setting up, monitoring, supporting, and maintaining
inclusive programs for preschool children with and without disabilities, many of the suggestions
can aso be applied to various natural environments that exist for toddlers and infants being served
in group settings. The guide includes extensive references and a chapter on the costs and financ-
ing of inclusive preschool programs.
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