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Gaining the Most from the Features of the TAcommunities Website

This community of practice software represents an innovative and exciting opportunity for learning, information sharing, and community building. We are pleased that you have decided to participate in the TAcommunities website. Your active and meaningful participation in the various forums available through the website will represent opportunities for you and your colleagues to:

· Learn about important and interesting topics;

· Share documents and other informational materials;

· Ask questions, provide insights, and offer recommendations to colleagues and facilitators through threaded discussions; and

· Begin to establish a support and learning network with your peers around the country.

We remind you that the website is only one medium that will be used to support the TAcommunities initiative. Look forward to teleconferences, videoconferences, and face-to-face meetings that will occur within each community.

Some Insights regarding Electronic Communities
This technology is relatively new and we are still learning about the capacity of the medium. We expect that you will be able to:

· Access and download documents and other informational materials (called knowledge objects).

· View upcoming events through the calendar feature.
· Participate in discussions around various community issues.

· Find and connect with your colleagues who have similar needs through the business card feature.

· Have Fun through the network afforded by this technology!

When you are Online and Participating in the Community

To maintain a respectful and meaningful electronic community we hope you will:

· Respect the privacy and opinions shared by community members by using the information gleaned through this forum in ways that are consistent with the mission of enhancing outcomes for children and youth with disablities.

· Refrain from using the information and content of TAcommunities.org in ways that would compromise the trust and sincerity of individual participation.

· Remember, that the opinions, information, and ideas contained on the website may not be officially sancitoned or endorsed by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs or any of the organizations that participate in this forum

Thank you for making the TAcommunities website a place where we can feel comfortable to share information, express our ideas, and learn new strategies!



















