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Evaluation of InReach Technology Project 

Fact Sheet

Overview:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 0The InReach Technology project developed innovative technology to support the infant and family in the transition from the NICU to home and Baby Watch Early Intervention (BWEI) services. These activities included: 

· using desktop video conferencing technology to develop the Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) before discharge 

· developing a DVD program to introduce parents and NICU staff to early intervention services and the IFSP process, 

· establishing a project website to provide information to families. 

The InReach Technology Evaluation project is designed to evaluate the effectiveness of these technologies and the activities they support.  

Project Timeline: November 1, 2003 to October 31, 2005
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Target Population:  Infants in NICU born with medical and genetic conditions that make them eligible for BWEI services and whose families live in the areas served by the participating BWEI program.



InReach sample = 30; Comparison sample = 10.

More BWEI agencies will come on board in Year 2.  Babies going to those programs in Year 1 will provide a comparison sample.

Objectives
1. Evaluate the effectiveness of using desktop video conferencing technology in NICUs and BWEI sites and the implementation of the InReach transition for infants, including:

· The use of the “My Needs and Goals” form by NICU staff and parents

· Joint IFSP process prior to discharge
2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the InReach DVD video

3. 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the resources offered by the InReach website: www.In-Reach.org
Research Methods
· Phone interviews

· NICU and BWEI Activity/Time Diaries

· NICU and BWEI Resource Cost Information
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DVD and website questionnaires




The InReach Technology Evaluation Project is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs.  The project was developed by researchers at Early Intervention Research Institute, a  division of the Center for Persons with Disabilities at Utah State University.








