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Dear Parent, Family Member, or Guardian:  
You are invited to volunteer to participate in the development of a survey that will 

eventually be used to provide information to school districts, states, and the federal 
government about families’ perspectives on their participation in early intervention 
and special education. This survey is being developed by the National Center for Special 
Education Accountability Monitoring (NCSEAM), which is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education Office of Special Education Programs. The Center is directed 
by Dr. Alan Coulter of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center.  
 The survey you are being asked to complete is a test version that has a large number 
of items. Some of the items have to do with program and school efforts to create meaningful 
partnerships with parents and families. Others have to do with the services provided to 
children and families. Still others have to do with the ways in which parents and families 
are involved in the early intervention or special education process. You will be asked to 
read each item and choose the response that best expresses your opinion about the item. 
 Your participation in this survey is completely voluntary. If you agree to complete 
the survey, you can skip any items that you do not want to respond to. You will be asked 
for your child’s age, the age of your child when he/she began to receive early 
intervention/special education services, your child’s ethnicity, and the state you live in. 
However, you will not be asked for any information that could identify you or your child 
personally.  
 Data from this survey will be used for the purpose of determining which items to 
include in the final version of the survey. The data will not be used to evaluate the current 
performance of any early intervention/special education program.  

Knowing how parents and families respond to the items on this survey is very 
important. It will help us to create a survey instrument that can involve parents and 
families in the accountability system. The ultimate goal of this project is to improve 
special education accountability for children and youth with disabilities and their families. 

If you have any questions concerning this survey, you may contact either Dr. Lisa 
Persinger, or Dr. Alan Coulter of the National Center for Special Education 
Accountability Monitoring, using the contact information for NCSEAM listed on the top 
of this letter. 

Thank you for your time. 
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12. - participates with nondisabled children to the maximum extent possible
        based on his or her special needs.
13. - feels safe at school.
14. - is treated with respect.
15. - is not teased in school because of his/her disability.
16. - is welcomed in his or her class.
17. - is valued as a learner in his or her class.

My child:

Impact on My Child

Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

10. - transitioned from early intervention to special education with no interruption of
        services.
11. - has the opportunity to participate in school activities such as sports, field trips,
        clubs and assemblies with students without disabilities.

NATIONAL CENTER FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY MONITORING

School-Age Parent/Family Participation Survey

INFORMATION ABOUT MY CHILD

8. Race / Ethnicity
White
Black or African - American
Hispanic or Latino
Asian or Pacific Islander
American Indian or Alaskan Native

7. Primary Exceptionality / Disability
Autism
Deaf - Blindness
Deafness
Emotional Disturbance
Hearing Impairment
Mental Retardation (MR)
Multiple Disabilities

Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment (OHI)
Specific Learning Disability (LD)
Speech or Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment including Blindness

SURVEY ADMINISTRATION

2. I read or heard the items read in: English Spanish Another language

9. Please select all areas in which your child has goals on his or her Individualized Educational Program (IEP):
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Other academic area(s)
Speech

Language
Social skills
Emotions
Behavior
Independent living/adaptive skills

Physical/movement
Organizational and planning skills
Health/medical
Transition

3. State of Residence 4. Grade 5. Age in Years

6. Age Upon Referral to Early Intervention or Special Education:

I completed the survey independently  OR
I completed the survey as someone read the items to me.

1. Select one of the following:

Under 1 yr OR   Age in Years

1
2

1 2 3

2

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13

1
2
3
4
5

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10

12
13
14

11

1
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140. The school provides my child with learning experiences in the community.
139. The school encourages student involvement in transition planning.

141. The school provides information on agencies that can assist my child during and
        after the transition from school.
142. The transition outcomes developed for my child are appropriate to his/her needs.
143. My child receives all the supports documented in his or her transition plan.
144. Services are provided to help students become self-sufficient after high school.

138. My child's graduation options were discussed before placement or
        curriculum decisions were made.

Efforts to Improve the Special Education System

147. I have been given information or reports about plans to improve
        special education services.

146. The school or district regularly evaluates whether special education
        services are effective.

145. I have been asked for my opinion about how well the special education services
        my child receives are meeting my child's needs.

148. I am working with others to improve the special education system.

Parent Participation

153. I meet with my child's teacher(s) to discuss my child's needs or progress. 
154. I get information from sources other than the school about available services. 

149. I ask my child about his or her homework assignments. 

155. I attend meetings of a school advisory committee on special education services. 

157. I participate in activities sponsored by the PTA/PTO. 

156. I attend meetings of the school's Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) or
        Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO). 

160. I attend meetings of a state-level committee on special education services.

158. I attend meetings of an organization for parents of children with disabilities.
159. I attend meetings of a district-level committee on special education services. 
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137. In preparation for my child's transition planning meeting I was given information
        about options my child will have after high school.

Transition from School

--Thank you for your participation.--

Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

152. I meet with my child's teacher(s) to plan my child's program and services.

150. I ask my child about what he or she is learning in school.
151. I read material sent to me by the school.

Never
Rarely

Som
etim

es
Frequently

Alm
ost Always

Always
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117. - gives me choices with regard to services that address my child's needs.
118. - regularly evaluates whether my child's program continues to meet his/her needs.

116. - has helped me find resources in my community such as after-school
          programs, social services, etc.

Information Exchange

I was given information about:

The School's Provision of Services (cont.)

My child's school:

115. - gives me enough information to know whether or not my child is making
          adequate progress.

114. - responds appropriately to my child's needs.

113. - consistently implements all the accommodations and modifications
          documented on my child's IEP.
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119. My child is educated in regular classes, with supports, to the maximum
        extent appropriate.

126. I am considered an equal partner with my child's teachers and other professionals
        in planning my child's program.
127. I feel I can disagree with my child's special education program or services without
        negative consequences for me or my child.
128. I am satisfied with the quality of services that my child receives.

123. The special education services and programs my child receives are effective.
124. I feel welcome when I come into my child's classroom.
125. I am comfortable asking questions and expressing concerns to school staff.

120. Regular education teachers make accommodations and modifications in the
        regular education class as indicated on my child's IEP.
121. Special education teachers make accommodations and modifications as
        indicated on my child's IEP.
122. My child's teachers and service providers have the resources they need, such as
        books and equipment, to provide my child with effective services.

Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

129. Written information I receive is understandable.
130. My child's evaluation report is written in terms I understand.

135. - the curriculum and materials used with my child.
136. - the research that supports the instructional methods used with my child.

134. - the behavior and discipline policies of my child's school.

132. - my child's eligibility for and placement in special education.
131. - my rights as a parent of a child who is eligible for special education services.

133. - the continuum of alternative placements.
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Impact on Parents and Families

Over the past year, special education services have helped me and/or my family:
32. - feel more confident in my skills as a parent.

Over the past year, special education services have had a positive impact on my
child's progress in the following areas (skip any items that do not apply to your child):

Impact on My Child (cont.)

23. - Language
24. - Social skills

27. - Independent living/adaptive skills
26. - Behavior
25. - Emotions

28. - Physical/movement

31. - Transition
30. - Health/medical
29. - Organizational and planning skills
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Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

35. - feel that I can handle the challenges of parenting a child with special needs. 
34. - feel that I can get the services and supports that my child and family need.
33. - be more optimistic about my child's future.

36. - feel that my child will be accepted and welcomed in the community.
37. - feel that my family will be accepted and welcomed in the community. 

47. - be able to evaluate how much progress my child is making.
48. - communicate more effectively with the people who work with my child and my
49. - do things with and for my child that are good for my child's development. 
50. - help other children in my family (if there are other children) adjust to
        their brother's or sister's special needs. 

43. - find information I need. 
44. - know about services in the community. 

46. - know where to go for help or support to meet my family's needs.
45. - know where to go for help or support to meet my child's needs.

53. - figure out solutions to problems as they come up.
52. - be more effective in managing my child's behavior. 
51. - make changes in our family routines that will benefit my child with special needs.

54. - do activities that are good for my child even in times of stress. 
55. - keep up friendships for my child and family.

40. - understand how the special education system works. 

42. - know about my child's and family's rights concerning special education services.

41. - understand the roles and responsibilities of the people who work with my
        child and family.

39. - understand my child's special needs.
38. - feel that my efforts are helping my child.

18. - Reading
19. - Writing

22. - Speech 
21. - Other academic area(s) 
20. - Mathematics
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Impact on Parents and Families (cont.)

Over the past year, special education services have helped me and/or my family:

The school principal:
72. - does everything possible to support the provision of appropriate special education
        services in the school.
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Teachers and administrators at my child's school:

84. - show sensitivity to the needs of students with disabilities and their families.

74. - respect my culture and language.

76. - set a climate for acceptance of diversity.

78. - value my ideas and input.

81. - make arrangements, if necessary, to enable students with disabilities to participate
        in field trips and other school-related activities.
82. - ensure that students with disabilities have the same opportunities to learn and
        participate in school programs as students without disabilities.

63. - understand my child's behavior.

65. - show a willingness to learn more about my child's needs.
64. - offer alternative homework activities to meet my child's needs.

67. - seek out information regarding my child's disability.
66. - are knowledgeable and professional.

69. - give me enough time and opportunities to discuss my child's needs and progress.
68. - expect my child to succeed.

70. - understand the special education process.
71. - understand their role in implementing my child's Individualized Educational
        Program (IEP).

61. - are available to speak with me.
62. - answer my questions.

My child's teachers:

School Personnel

Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

58. - improve my family's quality of life. 
59. - participate in typical activities for children and families in my community.

57. - cope with stressful situations. 
56. - get the services that my child and family need. 

60. - treat me as a team member.

73. - respect my family's values.

75. - acknowledge parents' efforts. 

77. - encourage me to participate in the decision-making process.

79. - willingly accept information that I offer about my child.
80. - ensure that I have fully understood the Procedural Safeguards.

83. - maintain the confidentiality of students and families.
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IEP Meeting

 94. We discussed whether my child needed services beyond the regular school year.
 95. All of my concerns and recommendations were documented on the IEP.
 96. Written justification was given for rejecting any of my proposals. 
 97. I felt part of the decision-making process.

 85. I was given all reports and evaluations related to my child prior to the IEP meeting.
 86. The evaluation results were thoroughly explained to me.
 87. IEP meetings are scheduled at a time and place that are convenient for me.
 88. I was offered special assistance (such as child care or transportation) so that I
       could participate in the IEP meeting.
 89. I was given enough time to fully understand my child's IEP.
 90. My child's IEP addresses all the skills that he/she needs to master this year.
 91. My child's IEP covers all appropriate aspects of my child's development. 
 92. My child's IEP tells how progress towards goals will be measured.
 93. We discussed whether my child could be educated satisfactorily in the regular
       classroom with appropriate aids and supports.

109. - trains teachers and staff on how to prevent and respond to harassment, teasing
          and bullying of children with disabilities.

111. - explains what options parents have if they disagree with a decision of the school. 

108. - uses positive behavioral supports.
107. - provides teachers and staff with training to improve their communication with

110. - provides parents with training on how to resolve disagreements using processes
           like conciliation and mediation.

 98. - is a friendly place.
 99. - has support groups for parents.

100. - connects families to other families that can provide information and mutual support. 
101. - connects parents to organizations that serve parents of children with disabilities.
102. - invites parents to assist in training school staff.
103. - offers parents training about special education issues.
104. - provides funding, transportation, or other supports for parents to participate
           in training workshops.
105. - has a person on staff who is available to answer parents' questions.
106. - provides teachers and staff with training on the needs of children with
          disabilities and their families.

My child's school:

School Environment and Supports

The School's Provision of Services

My child's school:
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Very Strongly Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly Agree

Very Strongly Agree

112. - provides my child with all the services documented on my child's IEP.
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