SPP FAQs 8-23-05

Q.1:
What must be included in the SPP, due December 2, 2005, for New Indicators?

A.1:
The SPP, due December 2, 2005, must include a description of how data will be collected for New Indicators in order to submit baseline data in the APR due February 1, 2007.  In addition, if the State will be using sampling for the New Indicator, e.g., early intervention or preschool outcomes, the State must also submit its plan for sampling.

Q.2:
Do we complete the Overview of the State Performance Plan Development completely for each indicator, even though our process might have been the same for each indicator?

A.2:
Complete the Overview of the State Performance Plan Development for Indicator 1 thoroughly.  For subsequent Indicators the State does not need to repeat the Overview of the State Performance Plan Development if it is the same process that was described in Indicator 1 but can simply indicate that the process was the same.  Where some aspect of the development varies from the description in Indicator 1, the State should discuss that variance.

Q.3:
Can we revise our baseline data if we find that these data were not accurate after submission of baseline data in the SPP?

A.3:
Yes.  A State may revise its baseline data if it finds that the data used in reporting baseline were not accurate.  If a State revises its baseline data, it must:  1) inform OSEP of the revision; 2) provide the revised baseline data as soon as possible; 3) provide an explanation of the reason(s) for such revision(s); and 4) provide confirmation that progress data will be reported in the FFY 2005 APR that is to be submitted in February 2007.

Q.4:
My State will not have 2004-05 data to submit as baseline data in the SPP due December 2, 2005.  Can we submit 2003-04 data for baseline data in the SPP due December 2, 2005 and revise the baseline as soon as the 2004-05 data become available?

A.4:
Yes.  The State should indicate in the SPP why it is not using 2004-05 data for its baseline and when it will submit revised baseline data using 2004-05 data.  This should occur as soon as possible.

Q.5:
Should States comment on the strengths and weaknesses of their data?

A.5:
Yes.  States should do everything they can to ensure accurate data.  However, if, despite the State’s best efforts, the State is not confident in the accuracy of its data, it should explain the weaknesses of its data and how it will ensure accuracy in the future (see Indicator 20 in Part B and Indicator 14 in Part C).

Q.6:
Will baseline data for New Indicators that will be reported in February 1, 2007 be from 2005-2006?

A.6:
Yes.  For New Indicators, baseline data that are reported in the FFY 2005 APR (due to OSEP in February 1, 2007) will be collected for the 2005-2006 year. 

Q.7:
For the purposes of the SPP, must the FFY start on July 1?

A.7:
Generally the FFY that States are reporting on in the SPP and APRs will run from July 1 to June 30.  If a State wishes to run their year from October 1 to September 30, the State should inform OSEP in the SPP submission.

Q.8:
My State collects post-school outcomes data for all students six months and 18 months  following the year of exit.  Can we continue to use that data to report in the SPP and APR?

A.8:
If your State has been collecting post-school outcomes data that you believe are comparable to what is required in the SPP and your State would like to continue with its current collection,  please send a letter to OSEP Acting Director, Troy Justesen.  Explain the details of your post-school data collection in your letter and why you think it’s comparable.  OSEP will respond to your letter.
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